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,Positioningaffectsdecision.
making,sayscholars
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1 ALLAHABAD:"Duringdecision
. making;positionaffects simul-

. taneouslyencounteredchoic-
es", said Prof MayaBar-Hillel,
noted psychologist from The
Hebrew University,Jerusalem,
Israel.Shewasdeliveringa taJk
here on the inauguraldayofthe
three-day International con-
ference on decision making
(ICDM) that kick-off at.
Allahabad University's centre
ofbehaviouraland cognitivesci-
ences (CBCS)on Saturday.

She explained how people
tended to choose items from
the middle location in super
markets and why students
guessed optionB or C more in
objective type exams.

Prof AK Singh, vice chan-
cellor Allahabad University
(AU) emphasised the impor-
tance of higher education and
on conducting basic original
research in different sciences
to enhance national develop-
ment.

A book edited by th~ facul-
ty of CBCS, Ramesh Kumar
Mishra and Prof Narayanan
Srinivasan titled "Language-
cognitioninterface: state ofthe
art" was also released by him.
A painting exhibitionwas also
organisedby the CBCSfrater-
nity, contributed by the stu-
dents was also put up on the

j occasion.
The day saw a series of talks

by experts in the field of'deci~
sion making', Daniel S. Levine

r from the University of Texas
. atArlington,USAand Barbara

Mellers from the University of
Pennsylvania,USAI
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.. Scientists listen attentively to a lecture at CBCSon Saturday.
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Experts discuss factors
behind decision making

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Allahabad: A conference on decision
making, organised by the Centre of Be-
havioural and Cognitive Science
(CBCS),Allahabad University,began on
Saturday. The confer-
ence was inaugurated
by AUvice-chancellor
Prof Anil Kumar
Singh.

Prof AKSingh em-
phasised the impor-
tance of higher educa-
tion and conducting
basic originalre-
search in different sci-

,ences to enhance national develop-
ment. A book, edited by CBCSteaches
Prof Narayanan Srinivasan and Ra-
mesh Kumar Mishra, and titled 'Lan-
guage-Cognition Interface: State of the
Art' was also released. Students orga-
nized a painting exhibition.

The morning sessionwas chaired by
Daniel SLevinefrom University of Tex-

as and Barbara Mellersfrom University
of Pennsylvania. Prof Barbara spoke
on surprise, whether it was a belief or
emotion in 'the context of decision ma-
king..Prof Maya Bar-Hillel from The
Hebrew University, Jerusalem, spoke

on position effects on
simultaneously en-
countered choices dur-
ing decision making,
Sheexplained howpeo-
ple tend to choose
items from middle lo-
cation in super mar-
ketS. Prof Nicolao Bo-
nini of University of
Trento, Italy, spoke on

social preference and peripheral cues
which fallunder the class of socialdeci-
sions.In the afternoon session talks fo-
cused on experience-based decision
making.

Prof Benjamin Newellfrom Univer-
sityof NewSouth Wales,Sydney,spoke
on the boundaries between experience
and description based choice.

Prof AKSinghemphasised
the importanceof higher
educationandconduct-
ing basicoriginal re-
searchindifferent sci-
encesto enhance
nationaldevelopment


